
 
  

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Kenya Airways Takes Action on Zero-Tolerance Policy Through Staff Training and Awareness Raising  

Nairobi, March 1, 2018… Kenya Airways has worked with the USAID Reducing Opportunities for Unlawful 

Transport of Endangered Species (ROUTES) Partnership to hold a training for staff on how to detect and stop 

wildlife trafficking.  

The national carrier is among a total of 89 airlines and organizations which have signed up to the United for 

Wildlife Transport Taskforce Buckingham Palace Declaration against illegal wildlife trade.  

Speaking during the Awareness Training on Combating of Wildlife Trafficking at the Kenya Airways Pride 

Centre in Nairobi, Her Excellency, First Lady of the Republic of Kenya Margaret Kenyatta said: “I applaud this 

initiative that stands out as an innovative measure that includes the global transportation systems to help break 

these illegal chains of unlawful transportation of endangered species.” 

ROUTES, supported by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), is a public-private 

partnership that brings together government agencies, the transportation and logistics industry, and international 

conservation, development and law enforcement organizations and donors to disrupt wildlife trafficking 

activities. As a partner of ROUTES, Kenya Airways supports its commitment toward a zero-tolerance policy on 

wildlife trafficking and increases its commitments as a signatory to the United for Wildlife Transport Taskforce 

Buckingham Palace Declaration to protect endangered species from illegal trade and transportation.      

“Wildlife trafficking is a transportation-intensive activity and smugglers carrying illegal wildlife and wildlife 

products need to interact with airport and airline staff at multiple points during the journey,” said Michelle 

Owen, ROUTES Lead. “Increasing the ability of staff to identify and report suspicious activities linked to 

wildlife trafficking is crucial for stopping traffickers that abuse the transport sector.” 

Commenting during the same event, Sebastian Mikosz, Kenya Airways Group Managing Director and CEO 

said: “This initiative underlines our unquestionable commitment to zero tolerance policy against illegal wildlife 

trafficking and trade. It is vital that the private sector work in collaboration with all the government agencies and 

international partners to scale up the response to conservation challenges. Kenya Airways is a key player in the 

industry and we stand for sustainable tourism.” 

 

 

 

 

 



 
About Kenya Airways 

Kenya Airways, a member of the Sky Team Alliance, is a leading African airline flying to 51 destinations 

worldwide, 42 of which are in Africa and carries over three million passengers annually. It continues to 

modernize its fleet with its 32 aircrafts being some of the youngest in Africa. This includes its flagship B787 

Dreamliner aircrafts. The on-board service is renowned and the lie-flat business class seat on the wide-body 

aircraft is consistently voted among the world’s top 10. Kenya Airways takes pride for being in the forefront of 

connecting Africa to the World and the World to Africa through its hub at the new ultra -modern Terminal 1A at 

the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi. Kenya Airways celebrated 40 years of operations in January 

2017 and was named Africa Leading Airline 2017 by the World Travel Awards. For more information, please 

visit www.kenya-airways.com or call our 24HR Contact Center: +254 20 327 4747, Twitter: @KenyaAirways, 

Facebook: KenyaAirways, Instagram: OfficialKenyaAirways  

 

About ROUTES 

The Reducing Opportunities for Unlawful Transport of Endangered Species (ROUTES) Partnership brings 

together government agencies, transportation and logistics industry companies and representatives, and 

international conservation, development and law enforcement organizations and donors in order to disrupt 

wildlife trafficking activities, and forms a key element of the concerted international response to addressing 

wildlife poaching and associated criminal activities worldwide. 

At the heart of ROUTES is a core group of partners collaborating with the U.S. Government and the transport 

sector that includes the Center for Advanced Defense Studies (C4ADS), Freeland, the International Air 

Transport Association (IATA), TRAFFIC and the World Wildlife Fund. The Partnership is funded by USAID 

and coordinated by TRAFFIC. To learn more, visit routespartnership.org or follow @ROUTESPartners.  
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